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measure the degree of success and failure of the attempts of these leader to put their
policies into practice, or when they try to reveal causes of their success or failure.

The importance of this research has in the fact that it attempts to define the main
principles which were laid down by Islam regarding leadership and the methods
adopted by leaders of different Islamic systems. These principles, at the same time,
are directions, in themselves, which provide a suitable measure for all Scientific
methods applied in political thought, because they reveal all successed and failures of
policies adopted by the leadership of Political Systems.



LEADERSHIP IN ISLAMIC AND
CONTEMPORARY THOUGHT

ABDULAZIZ ABU GHANIMA*

Research is going on for a definition of the concept of leadership in Islamic
Political, as well as in Contemporary Thought, and in the methods adopted by
leaders in various political systems: The liquidation of imperialism, which is a
characteristic of this age, is one of imperialism, which is a characteristic of this age, is
one of the most important issues which occupy the minds of research workers in the
field of Political Science, a discipline which deals with the foundation of states, social
elements and aspects of leadership, and all other aspects which combine together to
form a society suitable for the establishment of independent state, or government.

Many countries witnessed the decline and fall of imperialism. These countries had
been cosmopoliton, in field of nationality, race language, as well as religious beliefs.
There was no common factor to unify them together except imperial domination.
After the disintegration of imperialism, and a result of this, these countries were
liberated and political leaderships emerged, each with its own ideology for the set-up
of a new state.

Research in Political Science has also witnessed a change in the concept of
common elements which may be suitable for the building up of a stable state in any
one of these countries. Such questions as: It is nationalism which is characterised by
racial unity? Or is it the Unity of common interests? Or is it the historical and
geographical unity? Which should be the criterion for state formation and building?

Itis granted that leaders of different political systems of the world convert political
and ideological doctrine into political realities in existing situations of their societies.
These realities will last as long as they are valid. In case the contrary happens, they
will recded to oblivion as time goes on.

The theaters put forward by political scientists, in analysing the methods adopted
by leaderships of political systems, contradict when they assess these methods and
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